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of the original of a thing which you have not right
notions of? so we discoursed a little further upon
it, thus:

A. What notions would you have me entertain
of it ? I scarce know what you mean by the thing
itself.

Dr. Why, sir, you seem neither to know what I
mean, or what you mean yourself.

A. That is to say, I do not express myself perhaps
right; then you may set me to rights, and it would
be very kind to do so.

Dr. You speak of my practising as an art; now
I practise no art, nor use any art; I am no juggler,
sir ; you don't see me show tricks.

A. I would not offend you, sir; will you tell me
then what it is you do practise ?

Dr. Neither will I be offended; but if you will
give me leave to ask you a previous question or two,
I shall be the better able to answer your other
question afterwards.

A. Any question you please.

Dr. Why then, will you tell me what brought
you hither to me ?

A. Why really, sir, my answer must be, I cannot
well tell; my friend who is writing there in the
other room, will tell you that better than I.

Dr. Why then, shall I tell you what you come
for ? perhaps you'll think that something odd.

A. So indeed I should, if I did not consider you
as a man of art.

Dr. No, no, not a man. that deals with the Devi]>
as you fancy I do.

A. Nay, you must deal with somebody, if you tell
me my business here, when I don't know it myself.

Dr. Why, I will tell you in few words then; your
friend comes about business, you to satisfy your
curiosity.

A* Upon my word I think you are in the right.